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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 14-15 and 19-20. 
Please replace claims 1-2, 5-6, 8-13, 16-17, and 21-24 with 
as follows: 

T (Currently amended) 
^B^ft ^tt i on dictribution oyotom, comprising * 
receiving user inputs at a tormiR atr 
collecting trond data baood on tho roceiv e d / usor inpu t 
reporting tho colloctod trend data to a sorvor in th e i nformation dis h 
In an interactive information distribution system com prising 



tie amended claims 



I to; and 

I f i bution oyctom 
3rovider equipment 
s (STTsV a method 

for providing video-on-demand (VOD) programrniha based on subscriber preference s, 
comprising: 



and subscriber equipment comprising a plurality of/ ^et-top terming: 



./ 



/ 



receiving, at said provider equipment via a back channel fier i 
STT and said provider equipment subscriber selections associate : 



med between each 
i with an interactive 

program guide, said interactive program guide sent to said subset ber equipment via a 
forward distribution channel formed between said provider eauipi i lent and said 
subscriber e ouioment: 

determining, at said service rirovider equi pment, trend data 
least one subscriber, said trend data representing repe ated subs<: 
occurring as said subscriber eqifipment: and 

providing said VOD programming to said at least one subs : 
trend data. 



associated with at 
iber selections 

riber based on said 



2. (Cu/fently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein each 
received subscriber selections ucor input corresponds to an even : the method further 
comprising: 

stamping each event with a time of occurrence for t e event. 
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3. (Original) The method of claim 2, further corn/rising: 
associating each event with a source where the evenl occurred. 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1 . wherein the :ollected trend data 
is reported periodically. 

5. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , . /herein the eeJteeted 
trend data is reported upon receiving a request for the trend data. 

6. (Currently amended) The nnethod of claim 1 , ■ vherein the trend 
data includes user interaction at the subscriber equipment tern**;- . 

7. (Original) The metho/of claim 1 , wherein thc= trend data includes 
user demographic information. 



8. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the trend 
data includes user subscriber selections for specific programming choices. 

9. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the trend 
data is indicative of usef subscriber preferences for programming 

10. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 therein the 
subscriber selections uoor inputs include a selection for a particul ; r filter icon from 
among a plurality of filter icons provided in a user interface at the lerminal. 

1 1 . /Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , wherein the 
subscriber selections uoor inputs include a selection for a particulur program provided 
to the terminal. 
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12. (Currently amended) The method of claim 1 , '^herein the 
subscriber selections usor i nputs include a request for a particul^/ urogram to be 
provided to the terminal. 

13. (Currently amended) The method of yeflaim 1 , i rhereln the 
guhscriber selections us er Input s include user navigatio/through t\ user interface. 

14. Cancelled. 

15. Cancelled. 



compnsing: 



comprising: 



1 6, (Currently amended) Tne method of claim [[1 ■ >]] i. further 



determining statistical information for the received tn; nd data. 



17. (Currently amended) The method of claim [[1 5]] 1, further 
polling the plurality of terminals for the trend data. 



18. (Original) The method of claim 17, wherein tl" e plurality of 
terminals are randomly selected for polling. 

19. (cancelled. 



20/ Cancelled. 

!1 . (Currently amended) The method of claim [[ ' 5TJ 1 wherein each 
received suj ^criber selection us e r input corresponds to an event it the terminal, and 
wherein th/ trend data includes a plurality of events collected at tl le plurality of 
terminals 
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22. (Currently amended) The method of claim 2y whorein th e 
nr? iy-r . nfj inHiiripe further comprising: 

categorizing the plurality of events into time of d^y a1 rvhich the events 

occurred. 

23. (Currently amended) The method ^ claim 21 whoroin the 
-miiy-ring inrinHpp further comprising: 

categorizing the plurality of events intj/day of week i which the events 

occurred. 

24. (Currently amended) Th^ method of claim 21 whoroin the 
^nniyTinrj inr i iirtPR further comprising: 

categorizing the plurality of Events by geographic rest ions in which the 

events occurred. 

25. (Withdrawn) yymethod for providing informal )n in an information 
distribution system, comprising: 

receiving trend dafa based on user inputs at a plura ity of terminals; 
analyzing the ti/nd data in accordance with one or more categories; and 
delivering corjfents to the plurality of terminals basei: at least in part on 
the analyzed trend data. 

26. (Withdrawn) The method of claim 25, where \ the trend data 
includes demographic information collected for the plurality of teminals. 

27. / (Withdrawn) The method of claim 25, further comprising: 
selecting and targeting contents for delivery to the p urality of terminals 

based on the analyzed trend data. 
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28. (Witho>awi) The method of claim 27, wherein the targeted 
contents include advertisements or programming, or a combinatior thereof. 
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